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First  Annual  Report 


Office  of  the  State  Board  of  Equalization,  / 
Helena,  Montana,  December  ist,  1890.  \ 

To  His  Excellency,  Joseph  K.  Toole, 

Governor  of  Montana: 

In  obedience  to  the  law  and  the  Constitution  of  this  State, 
the  State  Board  of  Equalization  submit  this — their  First 
Annual  Report  of  their  proceedings  for  the  year  ending  De- 
cember 31st,  1890. 

The  incoming  into  office  found  us  with  complex  duties  to 
perform  in  and  about  the  office  we  were  specially  named  to,  and 
elected  for,  hence  the  various  commissions  upon  which  we 
might  be  called  upon  to  perform  duties  ex  officio,  were  not 
brought  home  to  our  minds  in  detail  until  the  close  of  the  fruit- 
less and  barren  session  of  the  Legislature. 

We  then  realized  to  the  fullest  extent  the  fulfillment  of  our 
fears — that  without  legislation  this  Board  in  the  exercise  of  its 
constitutional  prerogatives  and  in  the  performance  of  its  duties, 
would  be  impotent  to  accomplish  any  beneficial  results  to  the 
State.  But  prompted  by  the  thought  that  a  willing  people  are 
obedient  to  the  necessary  requirements  of  their  government 
whether  supported  by  the  strong  arm  of  the  law  or  by  an  appeal 
to  their  pride  for  the  support  of  the  State  institutions  in  the 
absence  of  the  former,  determined  us  to  attempt  the  necessary 
discharge  of  the  important  trust  imposed  upon  us  ex  officio,  under 
the  Constitution. 
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Therefore,  on  March  ist,  1890,  in  accordance  with  Article 
XII.,  Section  XV.  of  the  Constitution,  the  members  of  the  State- 
Board  of  Equalization  assembled  at  the  office  of  the  Governor, 
at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  said  day,  and  proceeded  to 
perfect  a  permanent  organization  of  said  Board.  The  members 
present  were: 

Joseph  K.  Toole,  Governor; 

Louis  Rotwitt,  Secretary  of  State: 

Richard  O.  Hickman,  State  Treasurer; 

Edwin  A.  Kenney,  State  Auditor; 

Henri  J.  Haskell,  Attorney  General. 

The  members  then  took  and  subscribed  to  the  oath  of  office 
before  the  Hon.  Henry  N.  Blake,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Montana. 

The  permanent  organization  of  the  Board  was  effected  by 
the  election  of  R.  O.  Hickman  as  Chairman  and  E.  A.  Kenney 
as  Secretary. 

It  being  apparent  to  the  members  upon  consultation  that 
the  clerical  duties  to  be  imposed  upon  this  department  of  the 
executive  would  be  no  light  burden,  and  no  individual  member 
could  possiblv  spare  the  time  to  perform  them,  and  that  it  would 
be  an  injustice  upon  any  one,  even  if  voluntarily  assumed,  there- 
fore, the  Board  appointed  A.  P.  Brown  as  its  clerk,  trusting  to 
the  high  sense  of  honor  of  the  next  Legislature  to  reimburse 
him  for  his  valuable  services  rendered  the  State  in  the  perform- 
ance of  the  duties  imposed  upon  him  by  this  Board. 

On  the  10th  day  of  March,  1890,  the  Board,  in  conformity 
with  a  previous  agreement  entered  into,  adopted  Rules  and 
Regulations  for  its  own  government  in  adjusting  and  equalizing 
the  valuations  of  the  taxable  property  in  and  among  the  several 
counties  in  this  State,  and  assessing  certain  property  belonging 
to  railroad  companies  operating  in  more  than  one  county  in  this 
State.  A  cop}'  of  said  rules  accompany  and  are  made  a  part  of 
this  report. 

That  our  labors  should  not  be  impeded  by  want  of  harmony 
with  the  parties  we  might  be  called  upon  to  deal  with  in  the 
discharge  of  our  official  duties  when  assessing,  and  lest  the  vari- 
ous railroad  companies  in  the  State  might  take  exceptions  to  the 
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exercise  of  the  authority  delegated  to  this  Hoard  under  the  Con- 
stitution, we  took  the  precaution  to  address  a  letter  to  each 
company  operating  in  Montana,  so  that  they  might  be  fully 
informed  of  our  intentions  and  acts.  It  met  with  a  ready  response 
from  all  the  companies  and  served  materially  to  lessen  our  labors, 
and  at  the  same  time  brought  us  into  closer  relationship  with 
those  representing  the  several  iailroads,  and  with  whom  we 
arrived  at  a  better  understanding"  than  we  otherwise  would.  A 
copv  of  the  circular  is  included  in  this  report,  and  designated  as 
«  Circular  No.  i  " 

Without  any  data  or  information  before  us  by  which  we 
would  be  enabled  to  perform  in  any  one  particular  the  duties 
incumbent  upon  us,  we  were  compelled  to  call  up  the  county 
officers  as  well  as  the  railroad  companies  for  the  desired  infor- 
mation, therefore,  in  the  matter  of  assessing  the  railroads  in  this 
State,  it  became  necessary  to  obtain  the  number  of  miles  of 
roadway,  roadbed  and  rails  belonging  to  or  operated  by  each 
railroad  in  every  county;  also  the  number  of  miles  in  each  town- 
ship, school  district,  town  and  city  in  the  State. 

The  former  was  promptly  obtained  from  the  several  railroad 
companies,  and  the  latter  after  much  labor  from  the  counties. 
The  total  mileage  of  each  railroad  in  each  school  district  in  the 
several  counties,  we  considered  of  much  importance,  and  the 
obtaining  of  the  same  developed  the  fact  that  in  very  many  of 
the  counties  the  boundaries  of  the  school  districts  were  imaginary 
lines,  and  not  in  conformitv  with  the  statutorv  regulations  upon 
this  subject. 

There  was  in  too  many  instances  a  total  absence  of  any 
record  whatever  of  the  boundaries  of  townships  and  school 
districts,  although  the  duty  of  making  the  same  devolved  upon 
the  county  officers.  The  law  requires  a  plat  of  each  township 
in  the  countv  to  be  hied  with  the  Secretarv  of  State,  but  the 
performance  of  that  duty  was  conspicuous  in  its  failure. 

In  order  that  the  Assessors  in  the  several  counties  might 
promptly  complv  with  Rule  VII.  of  this  Board,  there  was  pre- 
pared and  transmitted  to  each,  from  this  ollice,  a  copy  of  such 
statement,  which,  when  tilled  out  by  the  Assessor,  would  show 
the  quantitv  and  classes  of  real  estate,  the  amount  of  improve- 
ments on  each  class,  and  the  classes  of  personal  property,  with 
the  average  and  actual  assessed  value  of  each  kind  as  made  by 
them  for  the  year  1890. 
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The  object  of  this  was  two-fold: 

1ST.  That  the  Board  might  ascertain  and  be  informed  of 
the  total  assessed  value  of  all  property  in  each  county  in  the 
State  at  an  early  date. 

2nd.  That  by  comparing  the  average  values  of  one  class  of 
property  in  one  county  with  a  corresponding  class  of  property 
in  another  county,  the  Board  might  bj  able,  without  a  personal 
examination  or  visitation,  to  ascertain  the  exact  inequality  in  the 
assessments,  if  any,  and  thus  be  prepared  to  act  understanding^ 
in  the  matter  of  equalizing  values  among  the  several  classes  of 
property  in  the  various  counties,  if  called  upon  so  to  do. 

The  reports  furnished  this  Board  under  Rule  VII.  were  of 
great  advantage  to  it,  but  they  necessarilv  involved  a  great  deal 
of  clerical  work  for  the  office.  We  have  compiled  these  reports 
into  a  table  and  marked  the  same  as  '•  No.  3,"  and  attached  the 
same  to  this  report.  Provisions  should  be  made  in  the  law- 
requiring  the  Assessors  to  furnish  these  reports  to  this  Board  on 
or  before  September  1st,  in  each  year. 


ASSESSING. 

On  the  4th  day  of  August,  1890,  the  Board  convened  at  its 
rooms  in  the  Capitol  for  the  sole  purpose  of  performing  its 
duties  as  provided  under  the  Constitution,  and  in  compliance 
with  Rule  VI.  The  session  was  continued  from  day  to  day  until 
Saturday,  August  16th,  during  which  time  the  assessment  of  all 
the  railroads  in  the  State  was  completed  by  the  Board,  which, 
with  the  assessment  made  by  the  Assessors,  is  included  in  "  Table 
No.  1,"  and  incorporated  in  this  report. 

The  representatives  and  attorneys  of  the  several  railroad 
companies  were  before  the  Board  at  times  during  the  session, 
and  consented  to  the  assessments  so  made  against  them,  with 
the  exception  of  two. 

While  it  was  claimed  by  all  the  representatives  that  the 
acts  of  the  Board  in  the  matter  of  assessing  their  property  were 
without  authority  of  law,  yet  they  were  ready  and  willing  to 
submit  to  a  fair,  just  and  equitable  assessment:  at  the  same  time 
the  companies   stood   ready  to  pay   the   tax   assessed    thereon. 
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From  our  observations  and  the  information  obtained  we  are 
satisfied  that  each  and  every  railroad  company  in  this  State  will 
pay  the  tax  so  assessed  and  levied  by  this  Board,  and  not  permit 
the  same  to  become  delinquent  or  be  litigated  in  our  courts,  even 
though  they  may  have  a  moderate  chance  of  success.  We  have 
yet  to  hear  a  complaint  that  any  assessment  so  made  by  us  was 
in  excess  of  the  actual  cash  value  of  the  property  assessed. 

On  the  1 8th  day  of  August,  1890,  the  Board  convened  in 
regular  session,  and  in  accordance  with  Rule  X.  proceeded  to 
apportion  the  assessments  so  made  by  it  of  the  property  of  the 
several  railroads,  to  the  several  counties  in  this  State  as  appears 
by  "  Table  2,"  which  is  included  herein. 

In  the  absence  of  all  law  or  statutory  rules  prescribing  the 
time  when  and  the  person  to  whom  we  should  transmit  each 
county's  apportionment,  we  followed  the  same  rule  that  is  laid 
down  in  the  Revised  Statutes  for  the  guidance  of  Assessors,  and 
certified  the  same  to  the  County  Clerk  of  each  county,  and  in 
each  case  we  attached  an  order.  A  copy  of  the  Jefferson 
County  order  is  attached  to  this  report  for  inspection  and 
examination. 

In  every  case  each  County  Clerk  complied  with  the  orders 
therein  contained,  and  the  assessment  was  placed  upon  the 
assessment  roll,  and  afterwards  transcribed  upon  the  tax  list  in 
the  same  way  and  manner  as  other  property. 

From  data  on  file  in  this  office  we  have  made  several  tables 
therefrom  which  we  believe  will  be  of  interest  to  the  public 
and  of  some  value  to  the  various  countv  officers. 


TABLE  No.  4 


Shows 


1.  The  value  of  railroads  assessed  by  this  Board  as  well 
as  those  assessed  by  the  assessors,  with  the  amount  of  tax  paid 
on  the  same: 

2.  The  total  value  of  gravel  beds,  station  grounds,  etc., 
and  the  tax  on  the  same: 

3.  Total  value  of  the  land  granted,  and  the  tax  on  the 
same. 
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TABLE  No.  5 
Shows : — 

i.     The  number  of  miles  of  railroad  in  each  county; 

2.  Whether  trunk  or  branch  lines: 

3.  Under  what  system  operated. 

TABLE  No.  6 
Shows: — 

1.  Total  number  of  acres  of  land  assessed  and  its  value: 

2.  Value  of  improvements  on  same; 

3.  Number  of  city  and  town  lots,  value,  and  value  of  the 
improvements  on  the  same; 

4.  Number  of  mining  claims  assessed,  and   the  value  of 
the  same; 

5.  The  total  assessed  value  of  all  real  propertv. 

TABLE  No.  7 
Shows: — 

1.  The  number  of  acres  of  land  assessed  in  Montana: 

2.  The  assessed  value  of  all  real  estate: 

3.  The  amount  of  money; 

4.  The  assessed  value  of  personal  property,  exclusive  of 
money; 

5.  Total  value  of  all  property  for  assessment  purposes, 
after  equalization  by  the  County  Boards  of  Equalization. 

TABLE  No.  8 

Shows: — 

The  total  number,  kind  and  value  of  many  classes  of  per- 
sonal property  in  this  State,  with  the  assessed  value  of  all 
personal  property  as  assessed'  by  the  Assessors. 
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We  have  obtained  this  data  herein  furnished  from  the  sev- 
eral railroad  companies  in  the  State  as  well  as  from  the  many 
county  officers,  who,  through  their  uniform  courtesy  and  prompt- 
ness, have  materially  aided  us  in  our  labors,  for  which  we  here 
take  occasion  to  extend  our  thanks. 

TABLE   Xo.  9, 

Appended  to  this  report,  is  a  tabulated  statement  of  the  expenses 
incurred  by  the  Board  from  the  date  of  its  organization  upon  the 
first  day  of  March,  1890,  to  the  date  hereof, — the  thirty-first  day 
of  December,  1890. 

During  the  course  of  the  year  it  became  necessary  for  the 
Board  to  purchase  certain  articles  for  oflice  use,  and  also  to  have 
certain  printing  done,  all  of  which  appears  in  the  table. 

This  table  contains  in  detail  every  item  of  the  expenses  of 
the  Board  during  the  year,  and  shows: — 

1.  From  whom  the  article  was  purchased: 

2.  The  date  of  its  purchase: 

3.  The  article  for  which  the  expense  was  incurred  by  the 
Board; 

4.  The  value  of  the  article: 

5.  When  payment  thereof  was  made; 

6.  What  articles  were  not  paid  for  because  of  the  want  of 
an  appropriation : 

7.  Remarks,  under  which  head  is  shown  the  manner  of 
payment  of  certain  articles  purchased. 

We  mav  add  that  the  Board  has  expended  no  money  for 
postage  stamps  during  the  year,  all  necessary  postage  having 
been  supplied  by  the  office  of  the  Attorney  General. 


RECOMMENDATIONS. 

We  here  take  the  liberty  to  recommend  to  your  Excellency 
the  framing  and  passage  of  a  law  that  will  incorporate  in  sub- 
stance the  rules  now  governing  this  Board,  and  the  further 
suggestion  that  the  Board  shall  have  the  power  to  adopt  such 


IO  FIRST    ANNUAL    REPORT. 

rules  for  the  government  of  assessors  when  assessing,  and  countv 
boards  of  equalization  when  equalizing,  as  shall  not  be  in  conflict 
with  the  constitution  or  the  law: 

2.  That  the  Legislature  define  what  property  constitutes 
a  railroad,  when  assessable  and  the  manner  thereof,  and  how 
apportioned: 

3.  That  a  law  be  enacted  fixing  the  status  of  leased  prop- 
erty to  railroads, as  well  as  that  operated,  controlled  or  transported 
bv  them  on  or  over  their  lines: 

J 

4.  That  provision  be  made  for  the  time  when  and  the 
manner  of  equalizing  the  value  of  the  several  classes  of  property, 
1  fixing  them  )  in  the  various  counties  in  this  State  by  this  Board; 

5.  That  all  property  be  assessed  at  its  actual  cash  value: 

6.  That  the  sum  of  One  Thousand  Dollars  be  appropri- 
ated annually  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Board  or  the  individual 
members  thereof  while  visiting  the  several  counties  to  ascertain 
the  values  of  property  for  the  purpose  of  equalizing  the  values 
of  property  in  the  several  counties  in  the  State: 

7.  That  a  sufficient  appropriation  be  made  to  pay  A.  P. 
Brown,  the  Clerk  of  this  Board,  from  March  1st,  1890,  at  the 
rate  of  One  Hundred  and  Fifty  Dollars  per  month. 

8.  That  no  writ  of  injunction  shall  be  issued  to  restrain  a 
tax  collector  from  the  advertising  and  selling  of  property  and  the 
collection   of  a  tax  on   property  taxed  upon  the  tax  list,  except: 

(7.)  Where  the  tax  is  shown  to  be  illegal  and  is  not  author- 
ized to  be  imposed  by  an}-  laws; 

l  j.  )    Where  the  property  is  exempt  from  the  tax. 

That  each  Countv  Treasurer  be  immediately  required  to 
give  a  good  and  sufficient  bond  to  the  county  and  the  State 
jointly  for  the  faithful  and  prompt  discharge  of  his  duties,  in 
such  sum  as  may  be  provided  by  law. 

That  so  much  of  Section  1,  Page  219,  Laws  of  the  XYIth 
Session,  which  provides  for  the  listing  and  assessing  of  property 
with  reference  to  its  value  and  location  between  the  first  day  of 
April  and  the  first  day  of  September,  of  each  year,  preceding 
the  assessment,  be  repealed. 
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Recommend,  that  to  Section  3  of  said  act  be  added:  That 
all  railroads  owned  and  operated  in  but  one  county  in  this  State, 
but  leased  to  any  other  railroad  company  or  corporation  operat- 
ing a  railroad  in  one  county,  or  more  than  one  county,  in  this 
State,  shall  be  considered  for  purposes  of  taxation  as  a  part  of 
the  system  of  the  line  of  the  lesser,  and  shall  be  assessed  to  such 
lessee. 

Also  add  to  Section  3  the  following:  Provided  further, 
that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  company,  corporation, or  person, 
owning  or  controlling  a  railroad  operated  in  but  one  county  in 
the  State,  and  all  corporations  or  persons,  owning  or  controlling 
any  telegraph  or  telephone  lines,  shall,  on  or  before  the  first  day 
of  January  in  each  year,  transmit  to  the  county  clerk  of  each 
county  in  the  State  in  which  such  railroad,  telegraph  line,  tele- 
phone line,  or  similar  improvement,  is  located,  the  name  of  their 
managing  agent  in  Montana:  and  in  case  such  company,  corpo- 
ration, or  person  shall  fail,  neglect  or  refuse  to  rile  with  such 
clerk  the  name  of  their  managing  agent  in  Montana, the  assessor 
shall,  without  any  notice  or  demand  on  said  company,  corpora- 
tion, or  person,  proceed  to  assess  said  company,  corporation  or 
person,  for  such  property  as  may  be  found  belonging  to  them  in 
his  said  count)  ,  and  in  such  cases  no  reduction  of  any  assessment, 
or  abatement  of  any  tax,  shall  by  said  Board  be  granted  or  allowed: 
Provided,  however,  that  when  such  company,  corporation,  or 
person  shall  rile  with  such  clerk  the  name  of  their  managing- 
agent  in  Montana,  the  assessor  shall  proceed  in  conformity  with 
the  provisions  of  Section  3,  as  in  other  cases. 

Recommend  that  to  Section  4  be  added  the  following: 
Provided,  however,  that  a  failure  of  the  assessor  to  demand 
from  each  tax-payer  a  list  or  statement  of  his  property  as  herein 
provided,  shall  not  invalidate  the  assessment. 

Add  to  Section  5  the  following:  Provided,  however,  that 
a  failure  to  give  a  full  and  accurate  description  of  the  land,  the 
location  and  value  thereof,  a  description  of  the  improvements 
thereon,  and  the  value  thereof,  a  separate  valuation  to  each  lot, 
the  improvements  on  each  lot,  and  the  value  thereof,  shall  not 
invalidate  such  assessment. 

Add   to  Section   18,   ^dgc  91,  Laws  XVth  Extraordinary 

Session,  the  following:  Provided,  however,  that  if  such  assess- 
ment roll  shall  not  be  completed  and  delivered  to  the  county 
clerk  until  after  the  first  day  of  September,  the  assessments 
therein  shall   not  be  void  or  in  any  wise  abate,  but    the   assessor 
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shall  be  liable  in  the  sum  of  ^25.00  for  each  day  said  assessment 
roll  is  not  made  out,  completed  and  delivered  to  said  countv 
clerk  after  such  date:  and  the  board  of  county  commissioners 
are  hereby  required  at  their  next  quarterly  assessment  there- 
after, with  said  assessor,  to  deduct  from  the  amount  due  him 
from  the  county  the  sum  of  $25.00  for  each  day  that  said  assessor 
shall  fail  or  neglect  to  complete  and  deliver  said  assessment  roll 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  September. 

Add  to  Section  22,  Page  92,  of  the  Laws  of  the  XYth 
Extra  Session,  the  following:  No  reduction  or  correction  of 
assessments,  or  equalization  of  values,  shall  be  made  without: 

(/.)  A  verified  petition  of  applicant  being  first  tiled  with 
the  board  of  county  commissioners. 

(2.)  Due  notice  of  the  day  of  the  hearing  of  the  same  shall 
be  given  to  the  assessor. 

No  reduction  shall  be  made,  however,  if  it  shall  appear 
that  the  applicant,  or  party  in  interest,  has  refused  to  furnish  the 
assessor  with  the  list  of  his  property.  When  the  petition  shall 
be  denied  for  such  cause,  the  commissioners  shall  cause  the 
same  to  be  noted  in  their  record  of  proceedings:  Provided, 
however,  that  a  failure  to  note  the  same  shall  not  invalidate  the 
assessment.  The  board  of  county  commissioners,  sitting  as  a 
board  of  equalization,  shall  be  required  to  perform  their  duties 
as  such  board  on  or  before  the  first  Monday  in  October  of 
each  year. 

Add  to  Section  23  the  proviso  that  the  State  Board  of 
Equalization  shall  prepare  the  form  of  the  tax  list  which  shall  be 
substantially  in  the  following  form,  and  shall  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  May  in  each  year,  transmit,  to  each  countv  clerk  a 
copy  of  the  form  for  such  tax  list.  The  county  clerk  should  be 
required  to  complete  such  list  on  or  before  the  fourth  Monday  in 
October  of  each  year,  and  should  be  made  liable  in  the  sum  of 
$25.00  for  each  day  that  said  tax  list  is  not  made  out  and  for- 
warded to  the  county  treasurer  after  such  date:  and  the  board 
of  county  commissioners  should  be  required  at  their  next  quar- 
terly settlement  with  said  count}-  clerk,  to  deduct  from  the 
amount  due  him  from  the  countv,  the  sum  of  $25.00  for  each 
day  that  said  county  clerk  shall  hold  or  neglect  to  complete  said 
tax  list  from  and  after  the  fourth  Monday  in  October. 
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Add  to  Section  27,  Page  93,  Extra  Session  Laws,  the  fol- 
lowing: The  State  shall  receive  its  proportion  of  the  penalty 
provided  for  in  Section  27. 

Recommend  the  repeal  of  Section  9,  Page  225,  Laws  of 
the  With  Session. 

In  conclusion,  we  beg  leave  to  say  that  we  have  omitted 
many  suggestions  and  recommendations  concerning  this  depart- 
ment, its  powers  and  duties,  owing  to  a  lack  of  time;  but  we 
trust  to  the  wisdom  of  the  Legislature  to  give  us  such  laws  as 
will  comply  fully  with  the  requirements  of  the  Constitution,  and 
thereby  enable  us  to  perform  our  duties  fairly  and  well. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  Obedient  Servants, 

R.  O.  HICKMAN, 

1  venturer  and  Chair man  of I  he  Board. 

E.  A.  KENNEY, 

Auditor  and  Secretary  of  the  Board. 

J.  K.  TOOLE, 

Governor. 

L.  ROTWITT, 

Secretary  of   State. 

II.  J.  HASKELL, 

Attorney   General. 

Members  of  the  State  Board  of  Equalization. 


CIRCULAR  NO.  1 


Office  of  the  State  Board  ok  Equalization,  t 
Helena,  Montana,  March  12th,  1890.  \ 

Secretary  ok Railroad  Company, 


Dear  Sir:  Herewith  we  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  the 
Rules  and  Regulations  adopted  by  the  State  Board  of  Equaliza- 
tion for  its  government  in  adjusting  and  equalizing  the  valuation 
of  the  taxable  property  among  the  several  counties  of  the  State, 
and  assessing  certain  property  belonging  to  railroad  companies 
operating  in  more  than  one  county  in  the  State. 

The  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  this  State  relative  to 
the  organization,  powers  and  duties  of  this  Board  are  set  forth 
in  Sections  15  and  16  of  Article  XTI.  of  said  Constitution,  and 
read  as  follows: 

"Sec.  15.  The  Governor,  Secretary  of  State,  State  Treas- 
urer, State  Auditor  and  Attorney  General  shall  constitute  a 
State  Board  of  Equalization,  and  the  Board  of  County  Commis- 
sioners of  each  county  shall  constitute  a  County  Board  of 
Equalization..  The  duty  of  the  State  Board  of  Equalisation 
shall  be  to  adjust  and  equalize  the  valuation  of  the  taxable  prop- 
erty among  the  several  counties  of  the  State.  The  duty  of  the 
Count}'  Boards  of  Equalization  shall  be  to  adjust  and  equalize 
the  valuation  of  taxable  propertv  within  their  respective  counties. 
Each  Board  shall  also  perform  such  other  duties  as  may  be  pre- 
scribed by  law. 

"  Sec.  16.  All  property  shall  be  assessed  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  law,  except  as  is  otherwise  provided  in  this  Con- 
stitution. The  franchise,  roadwav,  roadbed,  rails  aid  rolling 
stock  of  all  railroads  operated  in  more  than  one  county  in  this 
State  shall  be  assessed  bv  the  State  Board  of  Equalization,  and 
the  same  hall  be  apportioned  to  the  counties,  cities,  towns, 
townships  and  school  districts  in  which  such  railroads  are  located 
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in   proportion   to   the   number  of   miles  of    railway   laid   in   such 
counties,  cities,  towns,  townships  and  school  districts." 

In  order  to  comply  with  the  foregoing  sections,  and  at  the 
same  time  do  ample  justice  to  the  railways  in  the  State,  it  was 
found  necessary  to  procure  from  such  companies  the  information 
sought  to  be  obtained  by  a  strict  compliance  with  Rule  V.  of 
said  rules. 

This  information  is  not  sought  to  obtain  from  the  companies 
any  advantage  over  them  in  any  way,  but  rather  in  the  ftuther- 
ance  of  justice  to  them  and  to  this  Board,  in  the  matter  of 
assessing  their  property  equitably  and  justly,  so  that  no  right 
may  be  impaired  or  privilege  lessened;  and  with  that  end  in 
view,  we  believe  that  we  have  provided  ample  safeguards  for 
each  and  every  company  to  be  heard  prior  to  the  making  of  the 
assessment,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  Rule  VI. 

A  hearty  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  companies  in  this 
State  with  this  Board,  will,  in  our  judgment,  be  beneficial  to  all 
parties  in  interest — the  companies  as  well  as  the  State. 

We  further  direct  your  attention  to  Rule  X.,  which  refers 
to  the  apportionment  of  the  assessment  of  the  property  of  railroad 
companies  to  the  several  counties  in  this  State  after  assessment 
bv  this  Board. 

We  have  therein  provided  that  each  company  shall,  prior 
to  such  apportionment,  have  a  hearing  before  the  Board,  and 
show  cause  why  or  wherein  the  assessment  or  apportionment  is 
illegal,  unjust  or  excessive. 

We  further  call  your  attention  to  the  provisions  of  Rule 
XIV.  relative  to  the  meeting  of  such  Board  for  the  purpose  of 
equalizing  the  assessed  value  of  property  in  the  several  counties 
in  this  State,  and  any  railway  company  feeling  aggrieved  by 
any  valuation  or  amount  of  property  listed,  or  b}  any  other  fact 
appearing  on  such  assessment,  may,  at  such  meeting,  apply  to 
the  Board  for  the  correction  thereof. 

We  request  that  you  designate  the  person  or  officer  of  your 
company,  upon  which  notices  required  to  be  sent  out  by  the 
several  rules  of  the  Board,  may  be  in  the  future  served  upon  or 
transmitted  to. 

Yours,  etc., 

R    O.   HICKMAN, 
Attest :  Chair  man. 

E.  A.   KENNEY,  Secretary, 


APPORTIONMENT   TO   JEFFER 

SON   COUNTY. 


Whereas,  The  State  Board  of  Equalization  of  the  State  of 
Montana,  under  and  by  virtue  of  Sections  15  and  16  of  Article 
XII.  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Montana, 
on  the  16th  day  of  August,  1890,  assessed  for  assessment  and 
taxation  purposes  for  the  year  1890,  the 

NORTHERN    PACIFIC    AND    MONTANA    RAILROAD    COMPANY 

for  its  roadway,  roadbed  and  rails  in  the  State  of  Montana,  in 
the  aggregate  sum  of  $389,600,  and  at  the  same  time  assessed 
for  assessment  and  taxation  purposes  for  the  year  1890,  the 

MONTANA  CENTRAL  RAILWAY  COMPANY 

for  its  roadway,  roadbed,  rails  and  rolling  stock,  in  the  State  of 
Montana,  in  the  aggregate  sum  of  $1,095,100;   the 

HELENA  AND  JEFFERSON  COUNTY  RAILROAD  COMPANY 

for  its  roadway,  roadbed  and  rails,  in  the  State  of  Montana,  in 
the  aggregate  sum  of  $80,400,  and  the 

NORTHERN    PACIFIC    RAILROAD    COMPANY 

for  its  roadway,  roadbed,  rails  and  rolling  stock  in  the  State  of 
Montana,  in  the  aggregate  sum  of  $1,760,850. 

And  now  on  this  2 2d  day  of  August,  1890,  the  Board  being 
in  session  for  the  purpose  of  apportioning  the  same  to  the  several 
counties  in  which  such  railroads  are  located,  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  miles  of  railroad  each  is  laid  in  such  counties,  and 
the  Board  being  fully  advised  in  the  premises,  finds  that: 

1.  The  length  of  the  entire  line  of  the  main  track  of  the 
Northern  Pacific  and  Montana  Railroad  Company  in  this  State 
is  97.4  miles;  the  length  of  the  entire  line  of  the  main  track  of 
the  Montana  Central  Railway  Company  in  this  State  is  234.7 
miles;    the  length  of  the  entire  line  of  the   main  track  of  the 
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Helena  and  Jefferson  County  Railroad  Company  in  this  State  is 
20. i  miles:  and  that  the  length  of  the  entire  line  of  the  main 
track  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  in  this  State  is 
782.6  miles. 

2.  The  length  of  the  main  track  of  the  Northern  Pacific 
and  Montana  Railroad  Company  in  Jefferson  County  is  41  miles; 
the  length  of  the  main  track  of  the  Montana  Central  Railway 
Company  in  said  county  is  58.3  miles:  the  length  of  the  main 
track  of  the  Helena  and  Jefferson  County  Railroad  Company  in 
said  county  is  19. 1  miles:  and  that  the  length  of  the  main  track 
of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  in  said  county  is 
22.3  miles. 

3.  The  assessed  value  per  mile  of  the  Northern  Pacific 
and  Montana  Railroad  Company  as  fixed  by  a  pro  rata  distribu- 
tion per  mile  of  the  assessed  value  of  the  whole  roadway,  roadbed 
and  rails  of  such  railroad  of  the  said  company  within  this  State 
is  $4,000  per  mile:  that  of  the  Montana  Central  Railway  Com- 
pany for  like  property,  with  the  addition  of  the  rolling  stock 
belonging  to  the  said  railway  company,  is  $5,000  per  mile:  that 
of  the  Helena  and  Jefferson  County  Railroad  Company  for  like 
property,  not  including  rolling  stock,  is  $4,000  per  mile:  and 
that  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  for  like  property, 
including  the  rolling  stock  belonging  to  the  said  company,  is 
$2,250  per  mile. 

4.  The  apportionment  of  the  assessment  of  the  roadway, 
roadbed  and  rails  of  the  Northern  Pacific  and  Montana  Railroad 
Company  by  this  Board,  for  and  to  Jefferson  County,  is  $164,000: 
the  apportionment  of  the  assessment  of  the  roadway,  roadbed, 
rails  and  rolling  stock  of  the  Montana  Central  Railway  Company 
by  this  Board,  for  and  to  said  Jefferson  County,  is  $291,500:  the 
apportionment  of  the  assessment  of  the  roadway,  roadbed  and 
rails  of  the  Helena  and  Jefferson  County  Railroad  Company,  by 
this  Board,  for  and  to  said  Jefferson  County,  is  $76,400:  and  the 
apportionment  of  the  assessment  of  the  roadway,  roadbed,  rails 
and  rolling  stock  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  by 
this  Board,  for  and  to  said  Jefferson  County,  is  $50,175. 

5.  The  description  of  the  main  lines  of  said  railroads  in  the 
county  by  metes  and  bounds  as  hereinafter  appears,  is  correct. 

Therefore,  Ordered,  that  the  apportionment  of  the  assess- 
ment of  the  roadway,  roadbed  and  rails  of  the  Northern  Pacific 
and  Montana  Railroad  Company,  for  and  to  Jefferson  County,  in 
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the  sum  of  $164,000;  the  apportionment  of  the  assessment  of 
the  roadway,  roadbed,  rails  and  rolling  stock  of  the  Montana 
Central  Railway  Company,  for  and  to  said  Jefferson  County,  in 
the  sum  of  $291,500;  the  apportionment  of  the  assessment  of 
the  roadway,  roadbed  and  rails  of  the  Helena  and  Jefferson 
Countv  Railway  Company,  for  and  to  said  Jefferson  County,  in 
the  sum  of  $76,400;  and  the  apportionment  of  the  assessment  of 
the  roadway,  roadbed,  rails  and  rolling  stock  of  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railroad  Company,  for  and  to  said  Jefferson  County,  in 
the  sum  of  $50,175,  be  made  in  conformity  to  the  findings  herein, 
and  as  more  particularly  enumerated,  classified  and  valued  in  the 
assessment  roll  and  apportionment  hereinafter  set  out  and  made 
a  part  and  parcel  of  this  apportionment  as  though  fully  copied 
in  this  order,  together  with  a  description  of  said  railroads  by 
metes  and  bounds  in  said  county. 

Further  Ordered  :  That  Charles  E.  Stevens,  Esq., 
County  Clerk  of  Jefferson  County,  immediately  upon  the  receipt 
of  the  assessment  roll  from  the  County  Assessor  of  said  county, 
shall  proceed  to  enter  into  such  assessment  roll  the  accompany- 
ing "  Assessment  Roll  and  Apportionment "  in  appropriate 
columns  and  under  the  particular  heads  as  herein  designated, 
omitting  the  first  four  lines  at  the  head  of  said  roll,  taking  care, 
however,  to  insert  the  full  description  of  said  road  under  the 
appropriate  head  in  the  assessment  roll  of  the  county. 

Further  Ordered:  That  the  said  County  Clerk  of  Jeffer- 
son County  be  and  is  hereby  required,  immediately  upon  receipt  of 
this  order,  to  transcribe  upon  the  "Journal  of  the  County  Com- 
missioners' Proceedings  "  of  said  county,  this  order  as  well  as 
all  matters  and  things  herein  contained. 

Further  Ordered:  That  immediately  upon  the  receipt 
of  this  document  by  the  said  Clerk,  he  shall  cause  the  same  to 
be  filed  of  record  in  his  said  office. 

Description  of  the  Northern  Pacific  and  Montana  Railroad 
Company  in  the  several  School  Districts  through  which  it  runs 
in  the  County  of  Jefferson  by  metes  and  bounds: 

yefferson  River  School  District  No.  iy. — The  road  enters 
said  school  district  at  a  point  a  short  distance  west  of  Sapping- 
ton  Station,  in  Gallatin  County,  at  the  place  where  the  road 
enters  Jefferson  County,  thence  runs  in  a  westerly  course  along 
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the  south  line  of  said  County  through  the  said  school  district   a 
distance  of  fifteen  miles,  where  it  enters 

Jefferson  Ishuul  School  District  A'o.  ipt  and  runs  in  a  westerly 
course  along  and  near  the  south  line  of  said  County  through  the 
said  School  District  a  distance  of  ten  miles,  where  it  enters 

Pleasant  \  'alley  School  District  A'o.  23,  and  runs  in  a  west- 
erly course  to  the  southern  boundary  line  of  said  county  through 
said  school  district  to  the  Homestake  Tunnel  where  the  road 
enters  Silver  Bow  County  a  distance  of  sixteen  miles. 

Width  of  right  of  way  one  hundred  feet. 

Description  of  the  Montana  Central  Railway  Company  in 
the  several  School  Districts  through  which  it  runs  in  the  County 
of  Jefferson  by  metes  and  bounds. 

Clancy  School  District  A'o.  i. — The  road  enters  said  School 
District  at  the  point  where  said  road  crosses  the  Jefferson  County 
line,  on  the  north,  thence  running  in  a  southwesterly  direction  in 
>aid  county  through  said  School  District  a  distance  of  eight  and 
:>ne  half  miles,  where  it  enters, 

Alhambra  School  District  JVb.  2<j,  and  runs  in  a  southwest- 
erly direction  in  said  county  through  said  School  District  a  dis- 
tance  of  two  miles,  where  it  enters, 

Jefferson  School  District  A'o.  2,  and  runs  in  a  southwesterly 
course  in  said  county  through  said  School  District  a  distance  of 
four  and  one-half  miles,  where  it  enters. 

Corbin  School  District  No.  2j,  and  runs  in  a  southwesterly 
course  in  said  county  through  said  School  District  a  distance  of 
two  and  one-half  miles,  where  it  enters, 

il  iches  School  District  A'o.  3,  and  runs  in  a  southwesterly 
course  in  said  county  through  said  School  District  a  distance  of 
four  and  one-half  miles,  where  it  enters, 

Boulder  School  District  A'o.  7,  and  runs  in  a  southwesterly 
course  in  said  county  through  said  School  District  a  distance  of 
twelve  miles,  where  it  enters, 

/iasiii  School  District  A'o.  2S,  and  runs  in  a  southwesterly 
course  in  said  county  through  said  School  District  a  distance  of 
ten  and  three-tenths  miles,  where  it  enters, 
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Woodvitte  School  District  No.  2 1, and  runs  in  a  southwesterly 
course  in  said  eountv  through  said  School  District  to  the  boun- 
dary  line  of  said  county  a  distance  of  fourteen  miles. 

Width  of  right  of  way  varies  from  thirty-five  to  two  hun- 
dred feet. 

Description  of  the  Helena  and  Jefferson  County  Railroad 
Company  in  the  several  School  Di  ;tricts  through  which  it  runs 
in  the  County  of  Jefferson  by  metes  and  bounds. 

Clancy  School  District  No.  i. — The  road  enters  said  School 
District  at  the  point  where  said  road  crosses  the  Jefferson  County 
line,  thence  running  in  a  southwesterlv  course  in  said  county 
through  said  School  District  a  distance  of  eight  and  one-half 
miles,  where  it  enters, 

Alhambra  School  District  No.  21),  and  runs  in  a  southwest- 
erly course  in  said  county  through  said  School  District  a  distance 
of  two  miles,  where  it  enters, 

ycffcrson  School  District  No.  2,  and  runs  in  a  southwesterly 
course  in  said  county  through  said  School  District  a  distance  of 
about  six  and  six-tenths  miles,  where  it  enters, 

Corbin  School  District  No.  2j,  and  runs  in  a  southwesterly 
course  in  said  county  to  the  town  of  Wickes  its  terminus,  a 
distance  of  two  and  one-half  miles. 

Width  of  right  of  way  averages  one  hundred  feet. 

Description  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  in 
the  several  School  Districts  through  which  it  runs  in  the  County 
of  Jefferson  by  metes  and  bounds. 

Bedford  School  District  No.  8. — The  road  enters  the  School 
District  at  the  point  where  the  road  crosses  the  Missouri  River 
and  runs  in  a  westerly  course  in  the  county  through  said  School 
District  a  distance  of  eight  and  eight-tenths  miles,  where  it 
enters, 

Beaver  Creek  School  District  No.  9,  and  runs  in  a  westerlv 
course  in  the  county  through  said  School  District  a  distahc  :  of 
eight  and  eight-tenths  miles,  where  it  enters, 

Mitchell  School  District  No.  26,  and  runs  in  a  westerly 
course  in  said  county  through  said  School  District  to  the  eountv 
line  of  Lew's  and  Clarke  County  a  distance  of  four  and  seven- 
tenths  miles. 

Width -of  right  of  way  is  four  hundred  fee4:. 


Rules  and  Regulations. 


STATE  BOARD  OF  EQUALIZATION. 


Office  of  the  State  Board  of  Equalization,       / 
Helena,  Montana,  March  ioth,  1890.  \ 

In  order  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  Sees.  15  and  16 
of  Art.  XII.  of  the  Constitution,  the  following  rules  and  regula- 
tions are  prescribed  by  the  State  Board  of  Equalization  for  its 
own  goernment  in  adjusting  and  equalizing  the  valuation  of  the 
taxable  property  among  the  several  Counties  of  the  State,  and 
assessing  certain  property  belonging  to  railroad  companies  oper- 
ating in  more  than  one  County  in  this  State. 

RULE   I. 

The  officers  of  the  State  Board  of  Equalization  shall  con- 
sist of  a  Chairman  and  Secretary,  who  shall  be  selected  from 
among  the  members,  and  who  shall  serve  for  a  period  of  one 
vear,  unless  sooner  removed  from  such  position  bv  a  majority  of 
the  Board. 

RULE  II. 

The  Board  shall  have  a  Clerk,  who  shall  hold  his  office 
during  the  pleasure  of  the  Board,  and  perform  such  duties  as 
the  Board  may  prescribe. 
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RULE  III. 

The  Board  shall  hold  regular  meetings  at  its  office  at  the 
State  Capital  on  the  second  Monday  of  each  month,  and  such 
special  meetings  as  the  Chairman,  or  a  majority  of  the  Board  in 
his  absence,  may  direct. 


RULE    IV. 

When  by  them  deemed  necessary,  it  will  visit  as  a  Board, 
or  bv  the  individual  members  thereof,  the  several  Counties  of 
the  State,  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the  property  and  ascer- 
taining the  value  thereof. 


RULE  V. 

The  Secretary  or  Clerk,  or  whatever  officer  of  correspond- 
ing duties  there  may  be,  of  any  corporation,  person  or  associa- 
tion of  persons,  owning  or  operating  any  railroad  in  more  than 
one  Countv  in  this  State,  is  hereby  required,  on  or  before  the 
first  Monday  in  April  of  each  year,  to  furnish  the  State  Board  of 
Equalization  a  statement,  signed  and  sworn  to  by  such  person  or 
one  of  the  persons  forming  such  association,  showing  in  detail 
for  the  year  ending  on  the  first  Monday  in  April  in  each  vear: — 

i.  The  whole  number  of  miles  of  railway  in  this  State: 
and  where  the  line  is  partly  out  of  the  State,  the  whole  number 
of  miles  without  the  State,  and  the  whole  number  of  miles  within 
the  State,  owned  or  operated  by  such  corporation,  person  or  as- 
sociation: 

2.  The  whole  number  of  miles  of  side-track  in  each  County 
in  the  State,  including  the  entire  number  of  miles  of  track  in 
each  yard  in  the  State: 

J 

3.  The  value  of  the  roadway,  roadbed  and  rails  of  the 
whole  railway,  and  the  value  of  the  same  within  the  State: 

4.  The  width  of  the  right  of  way: 

5.  The  whole  number  of  each  kind  of  all  rolling  stock 
used  bv  such  corporation,  person  or  association  in  operating  the 
entire  railway,  including  the  part  without  the  State,  which  shall 
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include  a  detailed  statement  of  the  number  and  value  thereof,  of 
all  engines,  passenger,  mail,  express,  baggage,  freight  and  other 
cars,  or  property  owned,  leased  and  let  by  such  corporation,  per- 
son or  association; 

6.  Number,  kind  and  value  of  rolling  stock  owned  and 
operated  in  the  State; 

7.  Number,  kind  and  value  of  rolling  stock  used  in  the 
State,  but  not  owned  by  the  party  making  the  returns; 

8.  Number,  kind  and  value  of  rolling  stock  owned,  but 
used  out  of  the  State,  either  upon  divisions  of  road  operated  by 
the-party  making  the  returns,  or  by  and  upon  other  railroads; 

Also  showing  in  detail  for  the  year  preceding  the  first  of 
January : — 

1.  The  gross  earnings  of  the  entire  road; 

2.  The  gross  earnings  of  the  road  in  the  State,  and  where 
the  railway  is  let  to  other  operators,  how  much  was  derived  by 
the  lessor  as  rental; 

3.  The  cost  of  operating  the  entire  road,  exclusive  of  sink- 
ing fund,  expenses  of  land  department,  and  money  paid  to  the 
United  States; 

4.  Net  income  of  such  year,  and  amount  of  dividend 
declared; 


Capital  stock  authorized; 

Capital  stock  paid  in; 

Funded  debt; 

Number  of  shares  authorized: 

Number  of  shares  of  stock  issued, 


10.  A  description  of  the  road  giving  the  points  of  entrance 
into  and  the  point  of  exit  from  each  County,  with  a  statement  of 
the  number  of  miles  in  each  County; 

11.  The  number  of  sleeping  and  dining  cars  not  owned  by 
such  corporation,  person  or  association,  but  used  by  it  in  operat- 
ing its  railways  in  this  State,  or  on  its  line  of  road  without  this 
State,  during  each  month  of  the  year  for  which  the  return  is 
made,  and  also  the  number  of  miles  each  month  that  said  cars 
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have  been  run  or  operated  on  such  railway  within  the  State,  and 
the  total  number  of  miles  that  said  cars  have  been  run  or  oper- 
ated each  month  within  and  without  the  State. 


RULE  VI. 

The  State  Board  of  Equalization  will  meet  at  its  office  at 
the  State  Capital  on  the  first  Monday  in  August  and  continue 
in  open  session  from  day  to  day,  Sundays  excepted,  until  the 
third  Monday  in  August,  and  later,  if  the  business  of  the  Board 
should  require  it.  At  such  meeting  the  Board  will  assess  the 
franchise,  roadway,  roadbed,  rails,  and  rolling  stock  of  all  rail- 
roads operated  in  more  than  one  County  in  the  State.  Assess- 
ment will  be  made  to  the  corporation,  person  or  association  of 
persons  owning  the  same  upon  the  entire  railway  within  the 
State,  and  will  include  with  the  above,  bridges  and  culverts  of 
the  said  railway.  Provided,  hozvercr,  That  between  the  first 
day  of  May  and  the  first  day  of  August  in  each  year,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Board,  will  in  the  name  and  in  behalf  of  said  Board, 
demand  from  the  Secretary  or  Clerk  or  whatever  officer  of  cor- 
responding duties  there  may  be  of  any  corporation,  person  or 
association  of  persons  owning  or  operating  any  railroad  in  more 
than  one  County  in  this  State,  a  list  under  oath  of  the  number 
of  miles  of  roadway,  roadbed,  rails,  and  the  number,  kind,  and 
value  of  the  rolling  stock  as  may  be  in  each  seperate  County 
through  which  the  same  may  be  constructed,  or  in  which  the 
same  may  be  situated  in  this  State.  The  depots,  stations,  shops, 
and  buildings  erected  upon  the  space  covered  by  the  right  of 
way  are  assesed  by  the  Assessor  of  the  County  wherein  they 
are  situated. 


RULE  VII. 

On  the  first  Mondav  of  September  of  each  year,  the  Asses- 
or  of  each  County  is  hereby  required  to  transmit  to  the  State 
Board  of  Equalization  a  statement  showing: — 

i.     The  several  kinds  of  personal  property: 

2.  Th\2  average  and  total  value  of  each  kind: 

3.  The  number  of  live  stock,  number  of  bushels  of  grain, 
number  of  pounds  or  tons  of  any  article  sold  by  the  pound  or  ton : 
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4.  When  practicable,  the  separate  value  of  each  class  of 
land,  specifying  the  classes  and  number  of  acres  of  each,  classi- 
fying into  cultivated,  arable,  pasture,  swamp  and  overflowed, 
school  and  railroad  lands. 

RULE  VIII. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners  of  each 
County  of  this  State  is  hereby  required,  on  or  before  t  .e  fourth 
Monday  in  September  of  each  year,  to  prepare  from  the  "Assess- 
or's Book"  of  such  year,  as  corrected  by  the  Board  of  Counts- 
Commissioners  sitting  as  a  County  Board  of  Equalization,  a 
statement  showing  in  separate  columns : — 

1.  The  total  value  of  all  property: 

2.  The  value  of  real  estate. 

3.  The  value  of  the  improvements  thereon: 

4.  The  value  of  personal  property,  exclusive  of  money: 

5.  The  amount  of  money; 

6.  The  number  of  acres  of  land. 


RULE    IX. 

For  convenience  the  State  Board  will  prepare  and  transmit 
to  the  Assessors  and  Clerks  of  Boards  of  County  Commissioners 
the  form  of  statement  required  by  Rules  VII.  and  VIII. 

RULE  X. 

Between  the  third  and  fourth  Mondays  of  August  of  each 
year,  the  Board  will  apportion  the  total  assesment  of  each  fran- 
chise, roadway,  roadbed,  rails  and  rolling  stock  of  each %rail way 
to  the  Counties  in  which  such  railway  is  located,  in  proportion 
to  the  number  of  miles  of  railway  laid  in  such  Counties.  Pro- 
vided, hozvever,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  will  in  the 
name,  and  on  behalf  of  said  Board,  give  to  the  Secretary  or 
Clerk,  or  whatever  officer  of  corresponding  duties  there  may  be, 
due  notice  in  writing  of  the  time  of  such  apportionment,  and  at 
such  meeting  such  corporations,  persons  or  associations   will  be 
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heard  concerning  the  subject  matter,  or  that  which  in  any  way 
may  be  connected  with  the  assessment  or  apportionment  of  such 
property  for  taxation.  The  Board  will  also,  within  said  time, 
transmit  by  mail  to  the  Clerk  of  each  County  to  which  such  appor- 
tionment shall  have  been  made,  a  statement  showing  the  length 
of  the  main  track  of  such  railway  within  the  County,  with  a 
description  of  the  whole  of  the  said  track  within  the  County, 
including  the  right  of  way  by  metes  and  bounds,  or  other 
description  sufficient  for  identification,  the  assessed  value  per 
mile  of  the  same  as  fixed  by  a  pro  rata  distribution  per  mile  of 
the  assessed  value  of  the  whole  franchise,  roadway,  roadbed, 
rails,  and  rolling  stock  of  such  railway  within  the  State,  and  the 
amount  apportioned  by  the  County. 

RULE    XL 

The  Clerk  must  enter  the  statement  provided  for  in  Rule 
X.  on  the  assessment  roll  of  the  Count)',  and  enter  the  amount 
of  the  assessment  apportioned  to  the  County  in  the  column  of 
the  assessment  roll,  as  aforesaid,  which  shows  the  total  value  of 
all  property  for  taxation  of  the  County. 

RULE  XII. 

On  the  third  Monday  in  September  the  Board  of  County 
Commissioners  of  each  County  in  the  State,  must  make,  and 
cause  to  be  entered  in  the  journal  of  proceedings,  an  order  stat- 
ing and  declaring  the  length  of  main  track  of  the  railway 
asssessed  by  the  State  Board  of  Equalization  within  the  County; 
the  assessed  value  per  mile  of  such  railway,  the  number  of  miles 
of  track,  including  side-track  and  track  in  yards,  and  the  assessed 
value  of  such  railway  lying  in  each  Count}-,  city,  town,  township 
and  school  district  in  the  County  through  which  such  railway 
runs,  as  fixed  by  the  State  Board  of  Equalization,  which  shall 
constitute  the  assessment  value  of  said  property  for  taxable  pur- 
poses in  such  County,  city,  town,  township  and  school  district; 
and  the  Clerk  of  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners  must 
transmit  a  copy  of  each  order  or  equalization  to  the  City  Council, 
or  Trustees,  or  other  legislative  body  of  incorporated  cities  or 
towns,  the  Trustees  of  each  school  district,  and  the  authorized 
authorities  of  other  taxation  districts  through  which  such  railway 
runs.     All    such  railway  property  shall  be  taxable   upon    said 
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assessment  at  the  same  rates,  by  the  same  officers,  and  for  the 
same  purposesas  the  property  of  individuals  within  such, 
County,  city,  town,  township  and  school  district,  respectively. 

RULE    XIII. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of 
Equalization  to  prepare  each  year  a  book,  to  be  called  "Record 
of  Assessment  of  Railways,"'  in  which  must  be  entered  each 
assessment  made  by  the  Board,  either  in  writing,  or  by  both 
writing  and  printing.  Each  assessment  so  entered  must  be 
signed  by  the  Chairman  and  Secretary.  The  record  of  the  ap- 
portionment of  the  assessments  made  by  the  Board  to  the 
Counties  must  be  made  in  a  separate  book,  to  be  called  "Record 
of  Apportionment  of  Railway  Assessments."  In  such  last 
described  book  must  be  entered  the  names  of  the  railways 
assessed  by  the  Board,  the  names  of  the  corporation  to  which, 
or  the  name  of  the  person  or  association  to  whom  each  railway 
was  assessed,  the  whole  number  of  miles  of  the  railway  in  the 
State,  the  number  of  miles  thereof  in  each  County,  the  total 
assessment  of  the  franchise,  roadway,  roadbed,  rails,  and  rolling 
stock  for  purposes  of  State  taxation,  and  the  amount  of  the 
apportionment  of  such  total  assessment  to  each  County  for 
County  taxation. 

RULE    XIV. 

The  State  Board  of  Equalization  will  correct  the  assessment 
roll  and  equalize  the  assessed  value  of  the  property  belonging  to 
or  leased  by  any  railroad,  corporation,  person  or  association 
within  the  state,  and  proceed  to  adjust  and  equalize  the  valua- 
tion of  the  taxable  property  among  the  several  Counties  of  the 
State.  Between  the  first  and  second  Mondays  in  the  month  of 
October  of  each  year,  the  said  Board  will  meet  at  its  office  at 
the  Capital  for  said  equalization,  and  may  adjourn  from  time  to 
time,  as  deemed  necessary.  Public  notice  of  the  time  and  place 
of  the  meeting  of  said  Board  shall  be  given  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Board  by  publication  for  at  least  four  successive  weeks  in 
one  or  more  newspapers  published  at  the  said  Capital;  but  no 
notice  of  an  adjourned  meeting  of  said  Board  shall  be  required. 
Any  such  corporation,  person  or  association  feeling  aggrieved  by 
any  valuation,  or  amount  of  property  listed,  or  by  any  other  fact 
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appearing  on  such  assessment,  may  apply  to  such  Board  for  the 
correction  thereof,  and  if,  in  the  opinion  of  said  Board,  any 
valuation  is  too  high  or  too  low,  as  compared  with  other  valuations, 
it  will  equalize  the  same;  but  if  such  equalization  results  in  any 
increase,  the  corporation,  person  or  association  affected  thereby 
shall  be  given  reasonable  notice  of  the  intention  to  increase  such 
valuation,  with  opportunity  to  appear,  which  notice  may  be  sent 
by  mail,  with  postage  thereon  prepaid.  If  the  Board  shall  increase 
or  lower  any  assessment  previously  made  by  it,  it  will  make  a 
statement  to  the  Countv  Clerk  of  the  County  affected  by  the 
change  in  the  assessment,  of  the  change  made,  and  the  Clerk 
must  note  such  change  upon  the  assessment  book  or  roll  of  the 
County,  as  directed  by  the  Board. 

RULE  XV. 

Boards  of  County  Commissioners,  sitting  as  County  Boards 
of  Equalization,  have  no  authority  under  the  law  to  change  or 
alter  in  any  way  any  assessment  made  by  the  State  Board  of 
Equalization,  of  any  railroad  or  the  property  of  the  same,  or  of 
any  person. 

RULE  XVI. 

At  the  October  meeting  of  each  year,  and  upon  the  receipt 
of  the  statement  mentioned  in  Rule  VIII.,  the  State  Board  will 
adjust  and  equalize  the  valuation  of  the  taxable  property  among 
the  several  Counties  of  the  State  for  the  purpose  of  taxation ; 
and  to  that  end,  under  such  rules  of  notice  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
Board  of  County  Commissioners  of  the  County  affected  thereby 
as  it  may  prescribe,  to  increase  or  lower  the  entire  assessment 
roll,  exclusive  of  money,  or  -the  total  value  of  real  estate,  or  the 
total  assessed  value  of  the  personal  property,  so  as  to  equalize 
the  assessment  of  the  property  contained  in  said  roll  and  make 
the  assessment  conform  to  the  true  value  in  money  at  private 
sale,  having  regard  to  its  quality,  locality,  natural  advantages, 
the  general  improvements  in  the  vicinity,  and  all  other  elements 
of  its  value. 

RULE    XVII. 

When,  after  a  general  investigation  of  the  Board,  property 
is  found  to  be  assessed  above  or  below  its  actual  value,  the  Board 
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will,  without  notice,  so  determine,  and  will  add  to  or  deduct  from 
the  valuation:, — 

1.  The  real  estate. 

2.  The  personal  property,  except  money,  such  per  centum, 
respectively,  as  is  sufficient  te  raise  or  reduce  it  to  its  actual  value. 

RULE  XVIII. 

When  the  equalization  among  the  several  Counties  is  com- 
plete, the  Secretary  of  the  State  Board  must  transmit  to  each 
County  Clerk  a  statement  of  the  changes  made  by  the  Board  in 
the  assessment  roll  of  the  County,  or  in  any  assessment  contained 
therein,  and  of  the  per  centum  to  be  added  to  or  deducted  from 
the  valuation  of  such  statement. 

RULE  XIX. 

As  soon  as  the  County  Clerk  receives  from  the  State  Board 
of  Equalization  a  statement  of  the  changes  made  by  the  Board 
in  the  assessment  roll  of  the  County,  he  must  immediately  make 
the  corresponding  changes  in  the  assessment  roll,  by  entering  the 
same  in  a  column  provided  with  the  proper  headings  in  the 
assessment  book,  counting  any  fractional  sum,  when  more  than 
fifty  cents  as  one  dollar,  and  omitting  it  when  less  than  fifty  cents, 
so  that  the  value  of  any  separate  assessment  shall  contain  no 
fraction  of  a  dollar. 

RULE  XX. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  County  Clerk  of  the  respective 
Counties  of  the  State,  immediately  upon  the  receipt  and  entering 
of  the  statement  provided  for  by  Rule  XVIII.,  to  notify  in 
writing  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  the  receipt  and  entering 
thereof. 

ATTENTION. 

Attention  is  directed  to  the  important  changes  made  in  the 
law,  relative  to  the  exemption  of  property  from  taxation,  by  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  which  change  is  in  effect,  a  repeal 
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of  the  fifth  and  sixth  subdivisions  of  Section  3  of  "An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  levy  of  taxes  and  assessment  of  property,"  approved 
September  14th,  1887. 

That  portion  of  Section  1  of  the  revenue  law  above  quoted, 
amended  March  14th,  1889,  which  provides  that  "the  property 
owned  by  each  individual  on  the  first  day  of  April  of  each  year 
shall  be  listed  and  assessed,"  is  also  repealed  by  the  Constitution. 
All  property  in  this  State  is  now  subject  to  taxation,  except  that 
which  is  specially  enumerated  as  exempted  in  the  Constitution. 
For  convenience  we  here  insert  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution 
appertaining  to  the  subject: 

ARTICLE    XII. 

Sec.  2.  The  property  of  the  United  States,  the  State,  Counties,  cities,  towns, 
school  districts,  municipal  corporations  and  public  libraries  shall  be  exempt  from  taxation; 
and  such  other  property  as  may  be  used  exclusively  for  agricultural  and  horticultural  socie- 
ties, for  educational  purposes,  places  for  actual  religious  worship,  hospitals  and  places  of 
burial  not  used  or  held  for  private  or  corporate  profit,  and  institutions  of  purely  public 
charity  may  be  exempt  from  taxation. 

Sec.  3.  All  mines  and  mining  claims,  both  placer  and  rock  in  place,  containing  or 
bearing  gold,  silver,  copper,  lead,  coal,  or  other  valuable  mineral  deposits,  after  purchase 
thereof  from  the  United  States,  shall  be  taxed  at  the  price  paid  the  United  States  therefor, 
unless  the  surface  ground,  or  some  Dart  thereof,  of  such  mine  or  claim,  is  used  for  other 
than  mining  purposes,  and  has  a  separate  and  independent  value  for  such  other  purposes, 
in  which  case  said  surface  ground,  or  any  part  thereof,  so  used  for  other  than  mining  pur- 
poses, shall  be  taxed  at  its  value  for  such  other  purpose,  as  provided  by  law;  and  all 
machinery  used  in  mining,  and  all  property  and  surface  improvements  upon  or  appurtenant 
to  mines  and  mining  claims  which  have  a  value  separate  and  independent  of  such  mines 
or  mining  claims,  and  the  annual  net  proceeds  of  all  mines  and  mining  claims  shall  be 
taxed  as  provided  by  law. 

The  attention  of  the  assessors  and  Boards  of  Countv  Com- 
missioners  is  called  to  the  provisions  of  Article  XII  of  the 
Constitution,  which  empowers  the  State  Board  of  Equalization 
to  adjust  and  equalize  the  valuation  of  the  taxable  property 
among  the  several  Counties  of  the  State,  and  it  will  therefore  be 
necessary  to  add  to  the  assessment  book  of  the  County  two 
columns  headed  as  follows: 


EQUALIZED  BY  THE  STATE  BOARD  OF  EQUALIZATION. 


INCREASED    BY    THE    STATE    BOARD    OF 
1  ..'UALIZATION. 


DECREASED    BY    THE   STATE    BOARD  OF 
EQUALIZATION. 
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The  exemption  in  Section  n,Page  86  of  the  Revenue  Law 
of  the  Fifteenth  Extraordinary  Session,  provides  that  "In making 
up  the  amount  of  credits  which  any  person  is  required  to  list,  he 
will  be  entitled  to  deduct  from  the  gross  amount  the  amount  of 
bona  fide  debts  owing  by  him,"  has  been,  by  the  foregoing  con- 
stitutional provisions,  repealed. 

Attention  is  further  directed  to  the  important  changes  in  the 
law  relating  to  the  assessment  of  property  belonging  to  railroad 
corporations.  Assessors  will  assess  all  -property  of  any  character, 
including  the  franchise,  belonging  to  any  railroad  corporation 
operated  exclusively  within  their  County,  except  franchises  granted 
by  Congress,  which  are  exempt  from  taxation.  Assessors  will 
also  assess  all  the  depots,  station  grounds,  shops,  buildings,  gravel 
beds  and  other  taxable  property  situated  within  their  Counties, 
of  railroads  operated  in  part  within  the  County,  and  not  included 
in  the  franchise,  roadway,  roadbed,  rails,  or  rolling  stock  thereof. 

The  State  Board  of  Equalization  will  assess  the  franchise, 
roadway,  roadbed,  rails,  and  rolling  stock  of  all  railroads 
operating  in  more  than  one  County  in  this  State.  The  apportion- 
ment for  each  County  will  be  made  as  provided  in  Rule  X. 

R.   O.    HICKMAN, 
lrcas.  and  Chairman  of  the  Board. 

JOS.    K.    TOOLE, 

Governor. 

L.    ROTWITT, 

Secretary  of  State. 

H.   J.    HASKELL, 

Attorney    General. 

E.    A.    KENNEY, 

Auditor  and  Secretary  of  the  Board. 
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